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Evaluation is central to literary studies and has led to an impressive list of 
publications on the status and history of the canon. Yet it is remarkable how 
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on the general state of literary evaluation while the introduction weaves 
the diff erent threads together aiming at further conceptual clarifi cation. 
� is book thus contributes to a deeper understanding of the problems 
that are at the heart of past and present debates over literary quality.
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“This is an excellent volume, of an academic 

and intellectual standard that should be 

attractive to any university press in the 

English-speaking world… The book is likely 

to be highly controversial precisely because 

it goes against the grain of Anglophone 

literary study of the past quarter-century. This 

controversy is precisely what is needed in the 

fi eld   and has been needed for many years.”

Prof. Donald Freeman


